
Robert BrowningRobert Browning

18121812--18891889



RebelliousRebellious eccentriceccentric spiritspirit: vs middle: vs middle--
class and class and protestantprotestant background of background of hishis
parentsparents
InfluenceInfluence of P. B. of P. B. ShelleyShelley’’ss –– hishis
RomanticRomantic sideside
IdealismIdealism –– search / search / goalsgoals toto achieveachieve
AtheismAtheism ((tilltill hehe recoveredrecovered hishis faithfaith))
Love Love forfor Elizabeth Elizabeth BarrettBarrett, , elopementelopement toto
Italy (15Italy (15--year year ““exileexile”” –– 18461846--1861)1861)



The The otherother side: side: awayaway fromfrom subjectivesubjective
expressionexpression and and confessionalconfessional artart
Interest in the Interest in the theatretheatre ((HistoricalHistorical tragedytragedy: : 
StraffordStrafford; ; friendsfriends withwith MacreadyMacready))
FailureFailure asas dramatistdramatist YET YET pioneerpioneer ““dramaticdramatic
monologuemonologue”” in in poetrypoetry
AppreciatedAppreciated byby ModernistsModernists and and ImagistsImagists forfor
hishis solutionsolution toto the the eternaleternal tensiontension betweenbetween
artistartist’’s s needneed toto express express hishis subjectivitysubjectivity and and 
yearningyearning forfor objectivityobjectivity



The The DramaticDramatic MonologueMonologue

Speaker Speaker ≠≠ PoetPoet
AddresseeAddressee: a : a silentsilent interlocutorinterlocutor AND the AND the 
readerreader
SpeakerSpeaker’’s story: s story: entireentire or or relativerelative truthtruth??
IronicIronic gap and gap and omissionsomissions: : wewe sensesense therethere’’s s 
somethingsomething beyondbeyond//behindbehind hishis wordswords
ReaderReader’’s s responseresponse: : ambiguousambiguous betweenbetween
sympathysympathy and and judgementjudgement ((hermeneutichermeneutic
crisiscrisis))



A new style and A new style and dictiondiction
ProsaicProsaic
ColloquialColloquial
BrokenBroken syntaxsyntax: e.g. : e.g. useuse of of dashdash
CharacterCharacter’’s s mentalmental fluxflux (proto interior (proto interior 
monologuemonologue))
MirrorMirror of of mentalmental fragmentationfragmentation, , 
scepticismscepticism and and insecurityinsecurity of the timeof the time



BrowningBrowning’’s s talkingtalking portraitsportraits
ImperfectImperfect artistartist
FailedFailed loverlover
SadistSadist or or fanaticfanatic
VillainVillain
ConstantConstant preoccupationpreoccupation withwith goodgood vs vs 
evilevil and manand man’’s s mentalmental deviationsdeviations
Browning: a Browning: a psychologicalpsychological atomistatomist



A friend A friend toto BrowningBrowning

F: F: ““YouYou havehave notnot a a greatgreat love love forfor
nature, nature, havehave youyou??””

B: B: ““Yes, I Yes, I havehave, , butbut I love I love menmen and and 
women women betterbetter””
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